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Albuquerque District 
 
 
 

Reply To: 

Regulatory Division 
US Army Corps of Engineers, Albuquerque District 
4101 Jefferson Plaza, NE 
Albuquerque, NM  87109-3435 
 
 

PERMIT APPLICATION UNDER SECTION 404 
OF THE CLEAN WATER ACT (33 USC 1344) 

 
Summary of Proposed Project:  The United States Army Corps of 
Engineers, Albuquerque District (Corps) is requesting public comment on 
the following project before the above comment due date. The City of Rio 
Rancho (the City) proposes to install approximately 2,582 linear meters 
[m] (8,470 linear feet [ft]) of 30-inch DR-21 high-density polyethylene 
(HDPE) pipe below the bed surface of the Los Montoyas Arroyo from the 
north side of Northern Boulevard to the water quality structure upstream 
of the SportsPlex Dam east of Broadmoor Drive, and then another 137 m 
(450 ft) of 36-inch HDPE sanitary sewer DR-21 HDPE pipe will be 
installed to connect to an existing 36-inch HDPE pipe at the project 
terminus. This project would result in approximately 11 acres of impacts 
to waters of the United States (U.S.).  This notice is to inform interested 
parties of the proposed activity and to solicit comments.  Details of the 
proposed project are provided below. 
 

Name of Applicant:   
 City of Rio Rancho, Department of Public Infrastructure 
 POC – Scott Sensanbaugher, P.E., Eng. Mgr. 
 3200 Civic Center Circle NE 
 Rio Rancho, NM 87144 
 Ph. – (505)891-5016 
 
Location:  The project site is located in the Los Montoyas Arroyo between the north 
side of Northern Boulevard and the SportsPlex Dam in Rio Rancho, New Mexico; 
and within the Alameda Land Grant in Sandoval County, New Mexico (Latitude 
35.26606°, Longitude -106.67961°). 
 

Permit Application No.: SPA-2011-545-ABQ 
Project Name: Montoyas Arroyo Sanitary Sewer 

Interceptor Improvements Project 
Applicant: City of Rio Rancho 

Waterway: Los Montoyas Arroyo 
Public Notice Date: January 20, 2012 

Comment Due Date: February 10, 2012 
CE Contact Phone: (505)342-3374 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
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Description of Work:  The applicant proposes to install approximately 2,582 linear 
meters [m] (8,470 linear feet [ft]) of 30-inch DR-21 HDPE pipe below the bed 
surface of the Los Montoyas Arroyo from the north side of Northern Boulevard to 
the water quality structure upstream of the SportsPlex Dam east of Broadmoor 
Drive, and then another 137 m (450 ft) of 36-inch HDPE sanitary sewer DR-21 
HDPE pipe will be installed to connect to an existing 36-inch HDPE pipe at the 
project terminus.   
 
The 30-inch and 36-inch pipes comprise the main trunk line for the proposed 
system.  In addition to the main trunk line, eight branch lines ranging in size from 
10-inch to 16-inch DR-21 HDPE will be constructed.  These branch lines will 
either tie-in to existing sewer lines and become active or be capped in advance 
of future sanitary sewer line construction.  However, no individual service 
connections will attach to the proposed system.   A total of 31 HDPE manholes 
will provide access and will be spaced at intervals not greater than 183 m (600 ft) 
along the main trunk line.  The HDPE manholes will contain watertight flanged 
and bolted manways.  The top of the flange will be the highest part of the 
manhole and will be no closer than 1.5 m (5 ft) from the bottom of the arroyo.  All 
pipes will be installed at a minimum depth of 2.8 m (9 ft) below the arroyo bottom.  
All connections between pipes and at the manholes will be either butt-fusion 
welds or electrofusion couplings; thus, the system will have no mechanical joints 
or fittings and will be watertight.  
 
Horizontal directional boring will be used to cross under the existing box culverts 
at Northern Boulevard and Broadmoor Drive.  With the exception of the boring, 
open trench construction will be used throughout the project.  Excavated material 
will be replaced in the trench to provide bedding and backfill for the pipeline.  The 
total volume of dredged material is estimated to be 42,745 cubic yards. The 
volume of dredged material that will be displaced by the proposed pipeline is 
estimated to be 1,958 cubic yards. The volume displaced by the 31 manholes is 
estimated to be 350 cubic yards.  With the exception of the volume associated 
with the pipeline and manholes, all excavated material will be replaced; thus, 
approximately 2,300 cubic yards of excavated material will be graded into the 
arroyo bed.   
 
The applicant proposes using standard heavy construction equipment (see 
attached drawings).  Construction of the project is scheduled to occur sometime 
between October 2012 and March 2013 and is expected to take 4 months to 
complete. 
 
Purpose and Need:  Based on the available information, the Corps has 
determined that the overall project purpose is to replace an existing 15-inch 
polyvinyl chloride (PVC) sewer that is located along the west and south bank of 
the Los Montoyas Arroyo and is being adversely affected by continuous lateral 
erosion; and to provide additional capacity to serve future development in the 
Montoyas Arroyo watershed. 
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Environmental Setting:  The project area is located within the Mexican Highland Section 
of the Basin and Range physiographic province.  Plains and piedmont plains with alluvial 
fans and some scattered hills define this province.  The major drainage in the vicinity of 
the project area is the Rio Grande, the largest drainage in the state of New Mexico; 
however the majority of streams in this region are ephemeral or intermittent waterways, 
flowing only after storm events.    
 
More specifically, the project area is in an urbanized setting within the Albuquerque 
Basin ecoregion. The Albuquerque Basin has a semi-arid climatic regime, with annual 
precipitation ranging from 8 to 11 inches (Griffith et al. 2006). Late summer 
thunderstorms are the source of most of the moisture. Average temperatures range from 
19 degrees Fahrenheit (F) to 49 degrees F in the winter and 62 degrees F to 92 degrees 
F in the summer (World Climate 2008).  Elevations in the project area range from 1,612 
m (5,289 ft) to 1,655 m (5,430 ft) above mean sea level. 
 
The project area is characterized by the Chihuahuan Desert Scrub biotic community, 
and is dominated by sand sagebrush (Atemisia filifolia) and fourwing saltbush (Atriplex 
canescens).  Other plant species identified in the project area include Apache plume 
(Fallugia paradoxa), plains prickly pear (Opuntia polyacantha), broom snakeweed 
(Gutierrezia sarothrae), coyote willow (Salix exigua), Russian thistle (Salsola tragus), 
salt cedar (Tamarix chinensis), and Rio Grande cottonwood saplings (Populus 
deltoides). Wildlife observed within the project area include black-tailed jackrabbit (Lepus 
californicas), eastern fence lizard (Sceloporus undulates), and the common raven 
(Corvus corax) 
 
A single atypical wetland was identified within the project area.  It measures 
approximately 0.04 acres and is the result of modification of the arroyo to accommodate 
surface runoff from the adjacent residential development.  The project will not impact this 
wetland. 
 
Mitigation Proposed by the Applicant:  Proposed mitigation includes backfilling the trench 
to the grade of the arroyo beds and reestablishing vegetation along disturbed arroyo 
banks.   
 
The applicant will not disturb channel banks that contain existing bank swallow or 
burrowing owl habitat.  Prior to initiating construction activities, the City will coordinate 
with the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish (NMDGF) to identify existing habitat 
and provide a location map to the Corps showing the areas to be protected.  
Furthermore, the City will establish and maintain fenced buffers using orange safety 
fence, silt fencing, or other similar material to prohibit vehicular and heavy equipment 
from accessing the protected areas.   
 
In regard to birds protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, construction activities 
will be coordinated so as not to occur during the nesting season, which is generally from 
about March 15 to August 31.  If there are areas in the arroyo that are proposed for 
construction during the nesting season, then additional consultation with the NMDGF will 
be conducted. 
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Plans and Data:  Drawings showing the location of the work site and other data are 
enclosed with this notice. If additional information is desired, it may be obtained from the 
applicant, or from: 
 
 Mr. Chris Parrish 
 Regulatory Division 
 Albuquerque District, Corps of Engineers 
 4101 Jefferson Plaza, NE 
 Albuquerque, NM  87109-3435 
 (505)342-3374 
 Fax No. 505-344-1514 
 
Alternatives: The applicant has provided information concerning three project 
alternatives.  Alternative 1 is the “no action” alternative, which is described as providing 
no new capacity and as potentially resulting in future damage to the existing interceptors 
from continued lateral erosion of the side bank.  Alternative 2 involves routing the new 
interceptor from the Los Montoyas Arroyo through an easement north of Idalia Road, 
and then installing the line along Chessman Drive to Cascades Trail, where it would 
continue south and east along Cascades Trail to Biscayne Way.  From this point the line 
would turn north and connect to the existing 36-inch Loma Colorado-Montoyas Arroyo 
Outfall Sanitary Sewer. Alternative 3 is identified by the project proponent as the 
preferred alternative.  It is described above under Project Description. 
 
Additional information concerning project alternatives may be available from the 
applicant or their agent.  All reasonable project alternatives, in particular those which 
may be less damaging to the aquatic environment, will be considered. 
 
Statement of Findings:  The District Engineer has consulted the National Register of 
Historic Places and no properties listed in the Register are present at the site of the 
proposed construction.  Consultation with the New Mexico State Historic Preservation 
Office (NMSHPO) has not revealed any pending nominations.  Furthermore, a cultural 
resource survey of the project area was conducted by SWCA Environmental Consultants 
personnel on October 17, 2011. No cultural resources were encountered during the survey.  
As such, the Corps has determined that no historic propertied will be affected by the 
proposed undertaking.  However, consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer 
will be necessary to complete the Corps review process concerning effects to historic 
properties.  
 
The following is a list of endangered (E) and threatened (T) species and/or critical 
habitat (CH) for Sandoval County, New Mexico:  
 
*  Black-footed ferret (Mustela nigripes)   E 
*  Mexican spotted owl (Strix occidentalis lucida)  T, CH 
*  Rio Grande silvery minnow (Hybognathus amarus) E, CH 
*  Southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii) E 
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On October 26, 2011, SWCA Environmental Consultants personnel conducted a 
biological survey of the project area to assess the potential for threatened or endangered 
species to be present.  No individuals or critical habitat for these species were 
encountered during the survey.  As such, the Corps has made a preliminary 
determination that the proposed undertaking will have no effect to any Federally-listed 
endangered or threatened species or their critical habitat.  
 
The applicant is required to obtain water quality certification under Section 401 of the 
Clean Water Act from the New Mexico Environment Department.  Section 401 requires 
that any applicant for an individual Section 404 permit provide documentation of water 
quality certification to the Corps of Engineers prior to permit issuance.   
 
At the request of the Department of Public Safety, Emergency Management 
Preparedness, State Coordinator, we are sending a copy of this notice to the local flood 
plain administrator to apprise the administrator of proposed development within their 
jurisdiction.  In accordance with 44 CFR Part 60 (Flood Plain Management Regulations 
Criteria for Land Management and Use), participating communities are required to 
review all proposed development to determine if a flood plain development permit is 
required.  The local Flood Plain Administrator is required to perform this review for all 
proposed development and maintain records of such review.  You may contact: 
 
  Department of Public Safety 
  State Floodplain Coordinator 
  Attn:  Mr. Bill Borthwick 
  Email:  wborthwick@dps.state.nm.us   
  Phone:  505-476-9617 
 
In accordance with environmental procedures and documentation required by the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, an environmental assessment will be 
prepared for this project.  Upon completion, the assessment may be seen at the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, Albuquerque District Office at the address given above. 
 
Comment:  Any comments concerning this project should be received by the District 
Engineer no later than February 10, 2012.  Comments received after the end of the 
Public Notice comment period will not be considered.  However, more time may be given 
if a request, with a valid reason, is received prior to the suspense date.  The Corps of 
Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies and 
officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the 
impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the 
Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for 
this proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on 
endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, 
and the other public interest factors listed below. Comments are used in the preparation 
of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to 
the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used to determine the need 
for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity. 
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The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable 
impact, including cumulative impacts, of the proposed activity on the public interest.  
That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of 
important resources.  The benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the 
proposal must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  The 
evaluation of the impact of this activity will include application of the guidelines 
promulgated by the Administrator, EPA, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean 
Water Act.  All factors relevant to the proposal and the cumulative effects will be 
considered; among these are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general 
environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife values, flood 
hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shore erosion and accretion, recreation, 
water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber 
production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership, and, in general, the 
needs and welfare of the people. 
 
If the District Engineer determines that the project complies with the 404(b)(1) 
guidelines, he will grant the permit unless issuance would be contrary to the public 
interest. 
 
Any person may request a public hearing.  The request must be submitted, in writing, to 
the District Engineer within 21 days of the date of this notice and must clearly set forth 
the reasons for holding a public hearing. 
 
 
      Jason D. Williams 
      Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army 
      District Commander 
 
Enclosure 
 
















